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Study Summary:

The widespread proliferation of drugs and psychotropic substances, which has
affected all members of society across various segments, as well as the destabilization
and damage to the national economy through the trafficking of these substances,
making it a profession aimed at quick gain and profit, has led the Algerian legislator
to adopt a punitive policy in this field. This is evident through the provisions of the
newly enacted Law 23-05, which amends and supplements Law 04-18 concerning the
prevention of drugs and psychotropic substances and the suppression of their illicit
use and trafficking. Through our study of this law, we find that it aims to close all
loopholes and gaps present in Law 04-18, and stands as an impenetrable barrier
against the promoters of these poisons of all kinds. It has revised preventive and
therapeutic measures, separating them, and granted powers to the National Office for
Combating Drugs and Addiction to develop a national strategy involving several
sectors, including civil society. It also specifically addressed the category of minors
who consume drugs and psychotropic substances with exceptional therapeutic and
preventive measures, considering them patients who require treatment and care,
rather than criminals who deserve punishment. Furthermore, it introduced
criminalization provisions that align with the evolution of drug crimes, along with the
adoption of new investigative methods and mechanisms, such as special investigative
techniques, to confront this criminal phenomenon.
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