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Abstract

The last years of the eighteenth century witnessed the emergence of the principle of
criminal legality, One of the most influential principles of criminal justice in Europe, As a direct
result of a set of circumstances and factors that characterized that period, Which led
significantly and directly to the emergence and imposition of this principle in the criminal
system, Where did a radical change occur in the philosophy of criminalization and punishment
that was prevalent in the Middle Ages, It is based on the idea of pre-determining the acts that
constitute crimes and the penalties prescribed for them by the legislator, To ensure the legal
security of individuals after rulers and judges violate rights and freedoms, The principle of
criminal legality redistributed roles among the three different state authorities, completely
demolishing the old arbitrary methods that characterized the pénal policy in previous eras. This
principle has been adopted by international organisations and in international charters and
covenants, becoming a central focus of constitutions and criminal laws in various countries

around the world, including the Algerian Constitution and Penal Code.
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