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abstract
The dissertation entitled "Witchcraft and Sorcery in Algerian
Criminal Law" examined and analyzed this dangerous
phenomenon that threatens psychological and social security.
The first chapter addressed the conceptual framework of
witchcraft and sorcery by defining them linguistically and
legally, reviewing their various types such as white and black
magic, and exploring the reasons behind their spread, including
weak religious commitment and difficult social conditions, as

.well as their psychological and social effects on victims

The second chapter was dedicated to the legal characterization

of these crimes in Algerian legislation following the amendments



introduced by Law No. 24-06 of 2024. It analyzed the elements of
the crime (legal, material, and moral) and the penalties
prescribed, which range from imprisonment to financial fines,
while highlighting the difficulties of proving such crimes due to

their particular nature

A comparative analysis was also conducted with Libyan
legislation, which is characterized by stricthess and clarity in
defining the criminalized acts and the deterrent punishments.
The study concluded that the Algerian legislator has taken a
positive step by explicitly criminalizing such acts. However, the
legal provisions remain insufficient to provide full protection,
thus calling for more precise legal drafting, broader
criminalization to include secondary participants, strengthened
preventive and awareness measures, and drawing on

.comparative legislative experiences



