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Abstract (in English)

This dissertation addresses the topic of “Challenges of Participation in
Local Elections and Their Impact on the Formation of Elected Councils,"
as part of the requirements for obtaining a Master's degree in
Administrative Law. Local elections are the cornerstone for building
democracy from the grassroots up, and elected local councils represent the
embodiment of the principle of decentralization in governance. The
Algerian constitution and laws have enshrined these principles, stipulating
that the elected council represents a place for citizen participation in the
management of local public affairs. However, the reality of electoral
practice in Algeria reveals a severe participation crisis, with participation
rates in the elections of November 27, 2021, not exceeding 35.97% for
municipal councils and 34.39% for provincial councils. This abstention is
attributed to multiple factors, including economic and social factors,
political and institutional factors, and cultural and psychological factors.
The study found that these challenges negatively affect the formation of
elected councils, by weakening their legitimacy and representativeness,
limiting their actual power, affecting their structure and seat distribution,
and hindering their performance of supervisory and developmental tasks.
The study concluded with a set of recommendations, including amending
the electoral system, strengthening oversight and electoral appeal
mechanisms, activating the role of civil society, and organizing awareness
campaigns on the importance of electoral participation. Keywords: Local
Elections, Elected Councils, Participation Challenges, Electoral
Abstention, Algeria, Administrative Law.
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