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2— Abstract

The current study focused on the protection of civilians during armed conflicts by
highlighting the Fourth Geneva Convention, which includes the protection of civilians,
in addition to international humanitarian law. It also identified the role of international
bodies charged with protecting civilians, such as the International Committee of the
Red Cross, the International Criminal Court, and the Security Council.

International security bodies are responsible for ensuring respect for civilians during
armed conflicts and for enforcing their decisions on the conflicting parties. However,
there are some irregularities in the work of these bodies that have prevented the
implementation of their decisions, leading to the commission of genocide and crimes
against humanity. The study reached a number of conclusions, the most important of
which are as follows:

The Fourth Geneva Convention was designed to protect civilians exclusively.

The categories covered by the Fourth Geneva Convention are (pregnant women,
children, prisoners, and the wounded).

Despite the international community's establishment of structures and institutions to
ensure the protection of civilians, these structures are soulless and are directed against
poor and weak countries.
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