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Summary :

This thesis examines the crime of document forgery in Algerian criminal law,
focusing on its concept, elements, types, and the legal framework established by the

Algerian legislator to combat it, particularly under Law No. 24/02.

The study begins by highlighting that forgery is a serious crime that undermines public
trust in legal and administrative transactions. It is defined as the intentional alteration
of truth in a document with the aim of fraud and causing harm. The crime is
based on three essential elements: the legal element (existence of a legal text), the
material element (alteration and resulting damage), and the moral element (criminal

intent).

The research also distinguishes between types of forgery: material forgery, which

leaves physical traces, and moral forgery, which involves altering the content without
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visible traces. It further classifies documents into official and private (customary)

documents, explaining their legal conditions and evidentiary value.

On the procedural side, the study explains how criminal proceedings are initiated,
either by the public prosecution or through civil claims, and details the stages of
investigation and trial. It emphasizes the importance of technical and forensic expertise,

especially with the rise of digital forgery methods.

R egarding sanctions, the study shows that Algerian law imposes strict penalties,
particularly for forgery of official documents, which may include long-term
imprisonment and fines, along with additional penalties. Forgery of private documents

is punished less severely but still subject to legal sanctions.

The study concludes that combating forgery requires updating legal frameworks,
improving detection methods, and raising legal awareness, due to its serious impact on

legal security and public trust.
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