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Abstract:
The phenomenon of the proliferation, circulation, use, and consequent
addiction to drugs and psychotropic substances represents one of the most
serious threats to the structure of international societies, with no distinction
between rich and poor or strong and weak nations. The core danger of
drug-related activities lies in their inherently clandestine nature.
Algeria, like many other countries, has experienced a significant evolution
in its legal and legislative framework, particularly in the field of criminal
policy. This transformation began with the state’s adoption of the Justice
Reform Program in 1999, which culminated in a series of legislative
enactments. Among these is Law No. 04-18, dated 25/12/2004,
concerning the prevention of drug and psychotropic substance abuse and
the suppression of their illicit use and trafticking.
Accordingly, this study 1s entitled “The Legal Approach to Drug and
Psychotropic Substance Offenses in Algerian Legislation”. It employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology to examine the legislative responses to
this issue.
The study yielded several key findings, the most notable of which are:

- The Algerian legislator intensified penalties for drug and
psychotropic substance-related oftenses through Law 04-18, thereby
prohibiting all forms of use, dealing, and trafficking, as well as any
other transactions involving such substances, regardless of their type.

~ Law 04-18 categorizes drug-related crimes into three groups based
on their severity: felonies, aggravated misdemeanors, and ordinary
misdemeanors. It is noteworthy that the legislator imposed stricter
penalties for all these categories, with the exception of the offenses of

personal use and possession for personal use.
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- Despite the strictness of Law 04-18 and the legislator’s clear eftorts to
combat this phenomenon, an effective criminal policy requires
precision, clarity, flexibility, efficiency, and sufficient political will.
Therefore, the legislator should have prioritized prevention as the
primary objective, followed by treatment, and finally deterrence.

- Law 04-18 introduced therapeutic measures for drug and
psychotropic substance users, treating them as patients in need of
medical intervention rather than as criminals deserving punishment.
[t also established special measures for juveniles and enacted new
criminal provisions in line with societal developments, particularly
concerning the use of technological tools. Furthermore, the law
introduced new procedural mechanisms such as special investigative
techniques, which merit closer examination.

Keywords:

Drugs, psychotropic substances, crime, penalties, legal treatment.
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